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Hartlepool returned to Parliament Labour spin-doctor 
Peter Mandelson. I introduced him (FF 12, p2) and in 
his election diary column Mike Amos referred to him as 
being unable to "shake off an urban legend of fish, 
chips and mushy peas" (Northern Echo, 19/3/92). This 
pseudo-xenophobia of those below the Watford Gap is 
expressed by Amos: "Of Mandelson, and others, it is 
alleged that he went into a Hartlepool !ish shop, , 
placed his order, pointed to the peas and said he'd have 
some of the avocado mousse as well." According to 
Amos, the Daily Telegraph accepted only grudgingly 
that the story might be apocryphal. "It tits him like a 
glove," it reported. 

• We read in Fortean Times (No. 61) of Bert the 
capybara - a yard-long giant South American guinea 
pig. He escaped in 1989 and evaded hunters for 17 
months, before being finally recaptured on May 14, 
1991. The Daily Star had the added fact he was re­
turned to his "wife" and had been at large for 471 
days. Their one-paragraph tiller appeared as if he'd just 
been caught; publication was 21/4/92. 

• Your editor has previously exposed the 
dubious doings of author Barry Herbert, a 
man who would put to shame many top 
tabloid door-steppers (FF3, p21; FF9, pl4/ 
15). Don't let the facts get in the way of a 
good story, Barry, but that's like telling 
your grannie to suck eggs. Now the bold 
Barry is advertising for material for a 
book on "railway crime." If the cap fits ... 

• Precursor to FF was The Shaman and in the last 
issue of the run (No. 11, p4) was featured an article by 
me on Reg Wright and his folklore books, particularly 
his belief in an Arthurian presence in South-East 
Durham. Reg, 78, died of cancer last year (obituary 
Mail, Hartlepool. 28/10/91). We'll say no more. 
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• Outside the North-East, I doubt if the name T Dan 
Smith means much. He's the former Newcastle City 
Council leader who went to jail for his part in the 
Poulson affair. But the gig advertised above was not 
being played by the 76-year-old former politician but 
part-time band Tea Dance Myth. The name was 
dreamed up under the influence of alcohol at a (non­
political) party (The Journal, Newcastle, 20/3/92). 

• On the subject of musicians. these rude bits made it 
into the Mail. Hartlepool. My pal Jimmy McKenna 
(remember one minor punk hit wonders Disguise?) 
sneaked into his Codtalk column (16/1/92) The Candy 
Ranch's new manager Mike Hunt (say the name 
quickly). Also mentioned (15/4/92) was Aussie come­
dian Kevin Bloody Wilson's x-rated album The Far­
Canal (quickly again). Lastly, at least for the moment, 
the Mail's astrologer, Eleanor Richmond, slipped this 
in for Pisceans (1/5/92): "You're not going to be in­
terested in romance so much today, as high passion! 
Something in you is yearning to be unleashed now and 
bottling up your feelings and emotions just won't do! 
Make sure you have a cloth handy to clean up after­
wards!" 

• Tucked away in The Crop Watcher are 
some notes by P Lewis, of Chesham, on the 
Amersham cross corn pattern. He reports 
that he noticed an empty condom packet 
within the formation and wonders whether 
anyone else has found similar evidence 
that might "indicate a new fertility cult". 
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Fortcaa Froaticrs 
If Fortean Times can knowingly or unknowingly 
feature urban legends, we can justifiably include For­
teana. Equally we might slot into this spot urban tales 
when they should be pigeonholed otherwise. 

These first two have similarities, were published 24 
hours apart and could be foaflore. 

Police cautioned John Laslow, 63, for running naked 
through the streets after fleeing a mortuary in Victoria, 
Australia, where a doctor had pronounced him dead 
(News of the World, 26/4/92). 

A woman being carried to her grave suddenly leapt 
from her open coffin. Mourners were stunned as Anne 
Bochslcy ran into the street. But Anne, from Bucharest. 
Rumania, was lcilled by a passing lorry (D Star, 27/4/ 
92). 

An alternative is that newspapermen just made them 
up as handy ftllers. 

The next two occurred within a week; the first de­
cidedly dodgy. 

Russian skier Valentina Zobina, 23, lined up for a 
race in Kirov and was shot dead by the starter. who 
accidentally pointed his pistol, which launches a 
firework-type rocket. at the competitors and killed 
Valentina instantly (D Star, 4/3/92), 

Pensioner Hector White narrowly escaped being 
lcilled by a World War I bullet at home in Yorkshire. 
Using a blowtorch, he was trying to mend a paperknife 
made from an ancient shell-case, but to his amazement 
it exploded and Hector, 80. was grazed on the forehead 
as it smashed into his living room ceiling in Gomersal, 
Bradford (D Mirror. 9/3/92). 

Meanwhile, just having typed the above, I came 
across this shooting. 

Horrified grandad Luigi Buonocore, 60, shot his 
four-year-old grandson Salvatore dead as they were 
playing cowboys in his garden in Naples. A police 
spokesman said. "He had forgotten his rifle was 
loaded." (D Star, 1/5/92). 

If true, rather strange is the tale of a rampaging giant 
panda stalking a Chinese village and having devoured 
31 goats and sheep, then sleeping it off in a shed. And 
you thought they were cuddly and only ate bamboo 
shoots. People in the remote Sichwan village of San­
feng were powerless to do anything as the 1,000 re­
maining pandas are protected by law (Sun, 18/4/92). 

While with wildlife, there was the tale of Yorkshire 
terrier Tania carried half a mile by a hungry owl at 
Add1estone, Surrey. Its owner tracked it by its yelps 
and it eventually wriggled free to fall into a blackberry 
bush. Owner and pet were pictured (D Mirror, 6/3/92). 

Alien wildlife is always of interest to anomalists and 
it seems abandoned terrapins are defying our general 
climate and breeding in London, Wales, a Manchester 
housing estate and at a pond in Kent with several 

hundred, Ninja Mutant Turtles have a lot to answer for 
(Weekend Telegraph, 25/4/92). 

Then there's an inquest with a misadventure verdict 
on lifeguard Jason Luck, who felt his name was a jinx. 
He was taken to hospital after falling out of a train and 
plunging 40 feet from a railway viaduct. While recov­
ering. he fell out of a window. paralysing himself from 
the neck down. He was later taken to a hospital in 
Storrington, West Sussex. Jason. 22, of Worthing, died 
when a tube connecting him to a ventilator fell out and 
the alarm did not sound (D Express, 11/3/91). 

More lucky was once-blind Middlesbrough. Cleve­
land, civil servant Andrew Miles, 37, who withdrew 
from society. Then in 1987 he met Wendy Screaton 
(never seen such a spelling before), now 24, they 
married and guide dog Peter was best "man". In 
Scotland they became committed Christians and his 
return to vision was foreseen in 1990 by evangelists. 
Now he can drive. "It had to be a miracle," he said. 

In France, Boy Scouts detailed to remove modern 
graffiti of diagrams and obscenities at the Magdalenian 
Age Grotte de Mayrieres also scrubbed away 15,000 
years old cave paintings of bison (D Mail, 23/3/92). 

Lastly. this one looks more likely to be a modern 
legend. 

Anti-drink drive campaigner Marian Wlodarski died 
when a drunk's jeep smashed into her Chicago home 
and crushed her as she slept on a sofa (Sun, 9/3/92). 

Co•pctitioa 
In FF 14 you were invited to add to the 20 occasions 
when 20 people were reported to have used the word 
"fucking" either becasue of the occasion or their in­
congruity in using such language. We had no difficulty 
in finding a winner ... there was only one "fucking" 
entry (no pun intended). Devon schoolteacher Peter 
Christie submitted: 

"What the fuck is fucking?" - Adam. 
I had considered entering the following under 

psudonyms to make my readership seem a jovial, witty 
lot, but ... anyway try these: 

"Not another fucking get-well card." - Craig 
Shergold. 

"Where's that fucking Mars Bar got to?" 
Marianne Faithful!. 

"Where the fuck's, oh what's her name? Er. Di ... 
Di ... , Diane? Diana'l" - Prince Charles. 

DATA PROTECTION ACT 1984. Your name, address and (where 
known) your telephone number are now stored in a retrieval system 
for Folklore Frontiers correspondence purposes only. Should any­
one wish so, their entry will be removed. 



Blonde icons 
By Paul Scree ton 

A brand of l egend par ticularly 
associated with Marilyn Monroe is 
conspiracy theory. If we are to 
believe such theorists, she was bed 
hopping between the covers with not 
only United States president J FK, but 
also his brother Bobby. Also her 
"suicide" was manipulated by outide 
sources, possibly the CIA. 

Apocrypha gravitates towards 
blondes, particularly busty ones. Cue 
Jayne Mansfield ... 

Jayne 
Mansfield 

For a start, and for some the only thing she 
had going w e r e  t h o s e  monumental 
m a m m a r i e s. S h e  w o u l d  say t h e y  
measured 40, 41, 43, even towards the end 
of her life they had metamorphosed she 
claimed to top a 44-18-35 figure or even 46-
18-36. Probably those breasts did measure 
up to a 40-plus eyeful, but photographers 
and anecdote suggest tricks of special bras 
and posture created the illusion of shape 
and projection. 

She hotly denied this, "I am not padded, 
I use the normal bra, the ones everybody 
buys." It seems that she shared her fans' 
obsession with her bust. Interestingly, in a 
book with a focus on a book with a focus on 
roads(* .. ). one of her most oblique quotes 
on her figure from Michael Feeney 
Callan's "Pink Goddess" (W H Alien, 
London, 1986) goes like this: ''How can I 
put it? Two girls put on a dress. One girl· 
will look just like a pencil, the other will 
look like a highway. With my kind of figure 
it's difficult not to look like a road." 

Another statistic she was proud of was 
her IQ. Dating from her time at Southern 
Methodist University, the 163 (or 165) was 
an impressive, apparently never subse­
quently substantiated, figure and ac­
cording to one authority one which actu­
ally increased in later years. Certainly not 
a dumb blonde, but reflecting over her life 
and career, hardly a universally sensible 
one. 

Frankly, I find J ayne Mans field a more 
believable, interesting, attractive per­
sonality than Marilyn Monroe. She made 
fewer films but she still had magic; she 
created her own phenomenon but her 
schizoid energy also sowed the seeds of her 
destruction. Just like Marilyn. 

Where folklore - or fact, perhaps -
really links the two is the speculation that 
horny President J F Kennedy had both her 
and Monroe as lovers, as outlined in "The 
Tragic Life of Jayne Mansfield" by Ray 
Strait. ·.. The most popular tale associated with ' "i' Jayne relates to how she became pregnant 
at 16. Separate stories from her own nar­
ratives give rather different accounts. 
Certainly they at least confirm the adage 
that if you play adolescent games with 
lusty adults you get hurt. One tale has her 
attending a party where someone got her 
drunk on Vodka Collins mixture, another 
worldwise guy offered to take her home, 

d by a playirl.g field and raped her. 

.... 

The girl with -the- huge IQ was not unduly 
worried "because people had told me I 
couldn't get pregnant the first time." In 
fact, schoolfriends here suggested first 
husband Paul Mansfield had her as putty 
in his hands and put her in her in the 
family way. 

Her libidinous ways were legendary and 
I recall during awakenin� pubesence 
marvelling at a photograph m Esquire of 
her and daughter Jayne-Marie. The cap­
tion claimed that 15 minutes after giving 
birth, the star was having intercourse with 
her masseuse. I swear I read it. 

More roads to travel 

Just as the current Pope keeps kissing 
airport tarmacs, when Jayne first crossed 
the California county line, she stepped 
from the family car and kissed the 
asphalt. For her the state was sacred and 
Hollywood its shrine. 

But by 1967 the road she was on was to 
lead to ruin. A recriminatory court battle 
in which she claimed her daughter Jayne­
Marie was out of control was disastrous 
for her faded image. During the trial her 
violent lawyer lover Sam Brody crashed 
his car for the ninth time in as many 
months. He was seriously hurt, Jayne less 
so. But both had been put under a curse by 
self-confessed Satanist Anton La Vey. 
Jayne was brooding and treating it as an 
omen. 

Her spirits were raised by cabaret dates 
at a supper club in Biloxi, Mississippi. 
After her performance she left for a hotel. 
Brody sat between her and young driver 
Ronnie Harrison while three of her small 
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If such pictures were indeed published it 
would be in gross bad taste, Satanism is 

, not witchcraft and the death did not occur ! in Britain. What tripe (Sunday, 31/5/87). 
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children were in the back. Nearing 2.30am 
on Route 90 the lights of the Buick 
momentarily blinded Harrison, reflected 
off mist thrown from a mosquito-spraying 
machine.There ahead was a trailer lorry. 
With no time to brake, the tail section 
scythed into the car. The roof was torn off 
and the three adults thrown out and killed 
instantly. Lying low in the back, the chil­
dren, badly injured, survived. Jayne 
Mansfield was decapitated. 

· 
Jayne had premonitions of her death, as 

had columnist and confidante May Mann, 

who had almost completed an official but 
no-holds-barred biography at the time of 
Jayne's death. the intimacies of Jayne's 
life had left her appalled and. with her 
death despondency. Then from the spirit 
world, the star called, telling May to 
complete the • • J ayne Book''. 

Rising singer Engelbert Humperdinck 
met her two weeks before her death and 
eventually bought her house, The Pink 
.Palace. He believed her ghost shared the 
home. "I'd smell her rose petal perfume. 
She would come to me at o�d_t_i�es, _times 

of worry, times when I needed help. Once I 
was going through a bad patch and I saw a 
figure in a long black dress in front of me. 
It was Jayne," he said (The Sun, May 15, 
1984). 

Diana Dors 
America had Marilyn Monroe and Jayne 
Mansfield, but Britain had Diana Dors. 
Tragically she died of cancer, plumper, 
witty on quiz shows and wise as a news­
paper agony aunt. Her earlier claims to 
fame were having once been the youngest 
Rolls-Royce owner and having the 

classiest chassis to be manufactured in 
Swindon, Wiltshire, despite its redoubt­
able Great Western Railway products. 

The following tale, reprinted in good 
faith, has golden girl apocrypha hallmark 
stamped well and truly upon it (source 
missing). 

"Legend has it that soon after she 
changed her name and set off on the high 
road to stardom, Miss Dors was invited 
back to her home town to open a garden 
fete. Apparently the vicar who was to in­
troduce her from the platform was eager 
to use her real name but anxious lest he 
make an unfortunate slip of the tongue. 
When the time came he concentrated 
hard, so determined was he not to omit the 
all-important 'L' from the surname. 
'Ladies and gentlemen.' he declared, 'I am 
going to ask you to welcome a very special 
person here this afternoon. She is known to 
the world as Diana Dors. She is better 
known to us of course as plain Diana 
Clunt'." 

(***) This is an e.xtractfrom a 
work abandoned in progress 
about urban belief tales in a 
widerconte.xt. 

The chapter on blonde icons 
was one of about half completed 
before it became obvious there 
was no cenainty of publication. 

Bob Ricknrd was keen to have 
it for his Fonean Tomes project, 
but there were at the time cash 
flow problems. 

FF will publish more 
extractsfrom this chapter over 
subsequent issues- covering 
Madonna, MarilvnMonroe, 
Samantha Fox, Raquel Welch and 
Wendy 0 Wllliams. 

Asfor the reference to roads, 
highways and cars, these seemed 
to play a large role in urban lore. 

Working titles for the book 
were "paradise by the 
Dashboard Light'', 
''Autohenge ·'and ''Rust Never 
Slqps ''. 

The chapter has not been 
rewritten for FF, though there 
will be some updating. 
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Lives! 
By Paul 
Scree ton 
Without doubt the locomotive with the 
most charmed life is a British Rail 
workhorse numbered 47299 

Old in the tooth and with the track 
record of a show booth pugilist, this jinxed 
engine is currently being given what 
amounts to a four-year life extension. 
Before discussing what makes it special, 
here are a few technical and historical 
notes. 

As D1866, the Class 47 diesel electric left 
the Brush company's Loughborough 
works in May 1965. in February 1974 it was 
r e n u m b e r e d  4 7 2 1 6  f o r  c o m p u t e r  
classification purposes. in December 1981 
it became 47299, the only remaining and 
possible number for a 47/0 before the 47/3 
slow-speed control series began. 

The reason for this second renumbering 
has about it something of the magical rit­
ual - a banishing one - for normally new 
numbers are only allocated when a 
machine has a major modification 
necessitating the TOPS computer to 
identify its new sub-classification f.or 
allocating it duties commensurate with Its 
re-equipped capabilities. In the case of 
47216 there was no physical change; only a 
psychic element. 

As a keen rail enthusiast, I had never 
understood the reason for the renum­
bering. The first inkling came when the 
loco was involved in a crash where one 
magazine reported: "After predictions of 
impending doom, BR even renumbered 
47216 to 47299 ... but it obviously made little 
difference." (1) This brief news item also 
claimed that ''the jinx that has haunted an 
Immingham-based Class 47 for over two 
years followed it to a remarkable crash.'' 

This occurred at Wrawby junction, a 
c o n v e r g e n c e  of l ines just  outside 
Barnetby, Lincolnshire. At  about 18.18 on 
December 9, 1983, 47299 was hauling the 
15.02 Drax - Lindsey 900-ton empty oil 

• 0 Pidured between "Choppers" 20026 and 20070 at York is 47299. (Photograph by Paul 
Screeton). 

tanks when a set of power points which had 
been hand cranked but not clipped reset 
themslves in front of the freight train. (2) 
A collision then occurred wlth the 17.32 
Cleethorpes-Sheffield two-car diesel 
multiple unit (Class 114s 53049 and 54049). 
Student Rachel Taylor was killed and a 
dozen other passengers injured. It seems 
almost callous to add that both cabs of" 
47299 were stove in and the DMU severely 
damaged. 

The official report stated the "weather 
was fine and visibility good," yet another 
report claimed "emergency services were 
stretched to the limit in appalling weather 
conditions." while adding the renum­
bering came ''after a soothsayer predicted 
a crash involving its earlier guise, 47216." 
(3) 

So who is this psychic with a line to me­
diumistic ferroequinology? Perhaps we'll 
never know. The report with greatest de­
tail does not say and even the April 1 
dateline should not necessarily concern 
the reader. 

Graham Bell's by-lined article is as 
accurate as I have ever come across a 
railway news story in a national newspa­
per; particularly as in this case an offbeat, 
human interest story. A clairvoyant had a 
recurring vision of a train crash involving 
a big blue engine hauling oil tankers, 
nothing could stop it and someone would 
die. She could even decipher the number 
47216. She called British Rail and insisted 
her name be kept secret before revealing 
the accident in minute detail. Apparently 
depot managers found her predictions had 
been taken seriously in police investiga­
tions. 

.... 
) I 

After the crash, rail enthusiast Howard Johnston, of Sawtry, Cambridgeshire recalled phoning Immingham depot to ask why 47216 had been renumbered and was t o l d  s t a f f  h a d  b e e n  w a r n e d  o f  a clairvoyant's predictions and made a special application to BR headquarters in London to change the number. According to Bell, who checked his story out with BR a�d confirmed 47299's history, the pre­diction was not mentioned at the in­spectorate hearing and the BR spokesman said:. "We regard the whole thing as an amazmg coincidence.'' ( 4) 
Does all this give the story credence? T�e press loves supernatural stories and with police, BR spokesman and depot managers you either accept the reporter 

�as thorou�h or cynically mutter about authority figures'' and apocrypha. 
. I wrote about 47216/47299 in 1984 (5) and m sligh�ly larger context in 1985. (6) Meanwhile 47299 was back in traffic noticeable because its new cabs were tw� inches higher than the rest of the bodyside lower profile, and the buffer beam lacked the usual raised edge. (7) 

Writer Jenny Randles used the predic­tion in a bo�k on paranormal experiences. Her report 1s generally sound, though the renumbering explanation is in error· s�quence number 47299 had never pre� vwusly been carried. Don't worry Jenny seasoned spotters and BR employees ea� be equa�ly baffled by the vagaries of loco numbermgs! (8) 
But there was to be a note of scepticism abro�d. Dave Rapson's feature (Traction Prof��e - 472.�9) focussed upon the loco as the Demon as the railway fraternit� 

• q 4729� assists 56002 through Worksop, NoHmghamsh�re - my favourite spoHing location. (Photograph by Alon Hopkins). 
believed, and stated "its sudden change of 
�d�ntity had neve: been revealed, although 
1t 1s generally behaved a visionary foretold 
of impending doom ... even the depot staff 
at Immingham had been sworn to secrecy, 
though the general belief was that, as 
47216, the locomotive had been involved in a number of incidents." (9) But many 
locos have had chequered careers without 
such publicity (Great Train Robbery 
engine D326 is an exception) or renum­
bering. 

As Rapson pointed out, 47299 was condemned on September 5, 1989, only to 
be reinstated three days later when a re­
placement wheelset was found. He con­
cluded: "Whether or not this stay of 
excecution is merely temporary, time will 
tell, and we may never know just how 
sinister the tale behind 47299 is!'' 

Much of this material comes from Rail 
Enthusiast and a lengthy caption of the 
loco as D1866 disputes two earlier points: 
stating "BR officials at York" - not 
London - permitted renumbering and its 
worn tyres reprieve came after seven -
not three - days. Trivialities, perhaps. 
(10) 

The same magazine recently gave it 
another full page's attention. Again, the 
stan��irst to pictures mentioned pre­
momtwn and "several collisions" in­
cluding Wrawby and giving the reprive as 
"less than a week." However, after 20 
years on Humberside it moved to Tinsley, 
Sheffield, and emerged in June last year 

,9' 



carrying the pa uno name 
Ariadne. "Prophetically, the locomotive 
recently suffered fire damage and retired 
home to Tinsley to await a decision on its 
future. Surprisingly, in view of the recent 
Freightliner cutbacks, 47299 has been 
sanctioned repair and has entered Don­
caster BRML for intermediate overhaul 
(CEM G-exam) to emerge in Railfreight 
livery and roam the rails for another four 
years. Unless ... " (11) 

Well first a few facts which may be 
superstitious, incidental or stupid. I have 
19 photographs of this engine in my col­
lection from various sources: two I took 
myself at York on separate occasions, one 
of which is the only loco picture among 
several hundreds to have had an hor­
rendous accident making it almost un­
recognisable (there is a body of lore re­
lated to supernatural beasties/incidents 
causing photographic negativity!) . I knew 
Jenny Randles had written up the pre­
monition claim and took home her book 
"Sixth Sense" only to find it was the wrong 
one - it is in "Beyond Explanation?" 
Hardly shows me as an ace psychic; 
rather a victim of library anti-angels. Also 
to check the Ariadne name, I failed to 
locate in our house my encylopedia of god/ 
goddesses' names - it ha� vanished, or 
was it evidence of careless filmg? 

If nothing else, the folklore surrounding 
this locomotive reveals substantial sup­
port for a supernatural element in its 
career. 

However, I have been in contact with 
Immingham depot and have a letter dated 
13/2/92 from S D Boner, Area Fleet 
Manager of that traction function .. I 
specifically asked abou� the psych1c, 
renumbering and any earlier acc1dents to 
the locomotive. The brief reply states: 

I refer to you letter dated 5th February 
and the 'folklore' surrounding locomotive 
47216/299and theBarnetbvcrash. 

• 0 47299 in a convoy_ of locomotives. in 1991 
at Darligton with its unofficial name Ar�adne. 

(Photograph by Alan Hopkins). 

This is not a matter about which I have 
any knowledge. I personally �a ve been 
here since April, 1989� and this 1s the first 
time it has ever ben ra1sed. 

Renumbering of locomotives occurs 
quite frequently for many varied reasons, 
all of which are decided at Headquarters 
level. 

I am sorry that I cannot be more helpful. 
Hopefully the foregoing is of some, 
assistance." 

Not really, actually. In fact, very dis­
appointing. So what conclusion can be 
drawn: there are several possibilities 
that he was too busy /bored to inquire 
further; that there was no mystery or 
psychic; or that the depot staff had really 
been sworn to secrecy. 

The fact that it is receiving a com­
prehensive overhaul suggests that in the 
real world it's the accountants who rule. 

In conclusion, this is obviously in no way 
a "corrigenda" inquiry. Elements of the 
paranormal, Forteana and folklore merge 
and would be difficult to exorcise. What­
ever, the renumbering is a real mystery. 
Overall only time will tell. 

I doubt if when 47299 re-emerges from 
works attention it will have an unadven­
turous second coming. 

Notes: . (1) 47299 in fatal accident. Rail Enthusiast. 
Feb. 1984. 

(2) Collision at Wrawby Junction, ER. 
HMSO. (Precis in Modern Railways. 
April. 1987.). 

(3) Barnerby: The aftermath. Rail En· 
thusiast. March. 1984. 

(4) Fate rides on the 5.32. Sunday Express. 
Apr111, 1984. 

( 5) Railway Rites - The Renumbering of 472 I 6. 
The Symbol. No. 4.1984. 

( 6) From George Stephenson to Carole-Anne 
Stephenson (Changing Locomotive Numbers and 
Names). The Shaman. No. 9.1985. 

(7) Rail Enthusiast. Feb.1985. 
(8) Randles, Jenny, "Beyond Explana­

tion?" RobertHale, 1985. 
(9) The Ghostbuster loco! Rail Enthusiast. 

No.109.1989. 
(10) Rail Enthusiast. No.131.1990. 
(11) 47299- The 'Jinx' continues. Rail. No. 

163. 1991. 

• Postscrip t: Surprise, surP.risel Re­
leased from Doncoster Works during the 
lost week of January, 47299 "was up_ to its 

old tricks within a couple of weeks"" (actu· 
ally more than a couple) (1 A), when noted 
derailed at Basford H all yard, Crewe, after 
working the 0100 freightliner from Garston 
on Fenruary 14. 

• I have since located the missing book 
mentioned above and for completeness 
note that Ariadne was daughter of Minas, 
King of Crete. She helped Theseus 
overcome the Minotour and they married, but· he abandoned her on on island where 
Dionysus found her and mode her his bride 
(2A) . 

Notes: 
(1A)Roii.No.170, 1992. 
(2A) Ston ehom,  Richard. Greek 

Mythofogy. Aquorion Press, 1991. 

No, ('m ·(" t e_re_ s fe_� tl'\ hllMi"j 
Hvz. oliSOppe.oronc<L 

t�� tve.ari!\j o� 
li"k;'j 

to 
your the. or) 

th(. Jil\o Sauf'..S 

y . .frMt.s. 
� 

tt 



12.. 

Excited bug hunter Ray Gabriel (D Star, 2512192) or 
Bagriel (Sun, same day) spotted a bee he thought to 
be extinct -so he killed it to make sure. He posted it 
to the National History �·tuseum where experts 
confirmed he had killed a cukoo bee, which had not 
�e�n seen in .Brita�n for 49 years. He spotted/swatted 
Jt m a park m Swmdon, Wiltshire. He told the Sun: 
"When I found out what it was, it crossed my mind 
it could be the last one in existence -and I had just 
killed it." But the Daily Star had him say: • 'I'm sure 
there are more of them about." What a silly b ... 
•! An over-the-top piece claimed "a Loch Ness 
Monster-style mutant could be lurking in the depths 
of

. 
a Stoke Newington pond after being spotted by 

fnghtened anglers who fear it could be a vicious 
flesh-eater (Hackney Gazette, 18/10/91 - credit 
Lucy Fisher). There were back-up comments from 
local people reporting an extraordinary denizen of 
the depths. Yet aspokesperson from Hackney 
council came up with this comment: 

''It 's most probably a carp, some of which weigh 20/b 
or more, he said. ''The pond was stocked with all sort 
of fish about seven years ago, including carp, pike, 
roach, perch and tench. One of them may have grown 
to an enormous size. However, it is just possible that 
this mystery monster is a pit bull terrier that has 
adapted to an aquatic life to escape the latest muzzling 
and castracion laws the government has brought in. ·' 

•t Suspicions about nuclear power stations would 
not be helped by the discovery of three-clawed crab, 
by fisherman lvor Godden, near a waste pipe lead­
ing from the electricity generator at Winfrith, 
Dorset. Sea life specialist Mike Quarm said. "It's a 
true mutant and it must be significant that it was 
found near the power plant. In commercial terms, 
Claws' Three is the equivalent of the four-legged 
chicken" (D Mirror, 18/10/91). 

• Animal releases into the countryside are varied 
- from (largely) French viper recoloisations to 
British (alleged) ex-urban foxes and big cats. After 
ABCs (alien big cats) we have DSCs (domestic small 
cats) as reported (Sun, 28/2/92). 

Fish lover Peter Dashwood was so fed up with 
neighbours' cats gobbling his prized koi carp he 
kidnapped them. He lured the moggies intoa wire 
cage with tins of herring, then drove them miles 
away and dumped them. But neighbours rumbled 
him and alerted the RSPCA. 

Peter, of Southampton, was warned any more 
catnapping would lead to prosecution so he was in­
stalling a sonic ray to keep intruders out of his 
£10,000 garden wildlife park. He said: "I drove the 
cats across the city at night. I knew it was wrong but 
I never harmed them." 
• As for pit bulls, we still have to see a story of a 
feral example in the press. Yet we still get scare 
stories (Hartlepool Star, 6/6/91). 

From the letters column this extract: "Owners 
who love their dogs will not, for any money, hand it 
over: they would rather release them into the 

countryside to fend for themselves. That is what 
happened in Ohio, U.S.A., when the government 
tried to pass a similar law." 

• Back in the urban jungle (Guardian, 11/1192), 
there was a reference in a feature on Milton Keynes 
by Maev "I've interviewed Groovy Gordon Bennett 
Harris" Kennedy. The hackette refers to the town 
(her) I city's (me) most famous inhabitants - the 
concrete cows. 

"Modern legends about them abound: that they 
were made as a joke by a builder's labourer to use 
up left-over cement, or made to teach urban refu­
gees about the strange animals they might expect to 
meet in a field some day. 
• The Guardian again. Its Questions & Answers 
section asked: Do wasps serve a useful purpose (26/ 
8/91)? M R Meek replied: "Wasps are agents from 
outer space appointed to keep an eye on the progress 
of human beings. They soon discovered that human 
beings didn't serve any useful purpose on the planet 
so they turned theirattention to rotting plums and 
open-air cream teas and have been having a whale of 
a time ever since." 

This reminds me of something I read in The 
Atlantean decades ago about bees coming from 
Venue or some other p l anet  as they are 
aerodynamical impossibilities in our atmosphere -
but has anyone told them that (along with the old 
country tradition of keeping them informed of 
fmaily matters such as births, marriage and deaths, 
perhaps extending these days to stock market re­
ports, hiving off to private industry, pools coupon 
results, etc). 

And lastly some quickies: 
• Sharp-shooters in helicopters were searching the 
desert for a dangerous escaped beast - an atomic 
go�t. They had orders to shoot on sight the animal, 
whtch was fitted with radioactive isotopes in a scien­
tific experiment in New Mexico. One concerned 
police marksman said: "We're worried that the 
food chain may soon be contaminated" (Today, 10/ 
7/91). 
• Ex-policeman Jack Tanner kept an all-night vigil 
to nab thieves stealing posters from a noticeboard at 
Boldre, Hampshire, and discovered the culprits 
were hungry slugs (Sun, 22/10/91). We recall this 
one relating to stamps missing from posted letters in 

• 'f 
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pillar boxes. 
• A puffing puffin escaped a pursuing puss by 

knocking on a door for help. When stunned Phi! 

Russell opened up at Alnwick, Northumberland, the 

bird rushed in and the cat fled (D Mirror, 1917/91). 

• A disturbing picture appeared (The Journal. 
Newcastle, 4/5/92) of light-coloured trees forming the 
infamous Nazi symbol the swastika picked out in a 100 
metres by 100 metres larch plantation in a forest at 
Dedelow. Germany. The caption claimed a forest 
ranger planted the trees to form the swastika 62 years 
ago. 

Porkshire terrier? Heli the pig has gone barking mad ... 
for she reckons she's a dog. The porker was saved by 
RSPCA official after being abandoned and spent three 
months living with dogs in an animal shelter. Now she 
sits on command and likes nothing better than going for 
a walk on her lead with new owner Dawn Smith, from 
Rockland St Mary, Norfolk (D Star, 7/5/92). 

It makes our corn circles phenomenon seem posi­
tively friendly, but might one day we see from a light 
aircraft the featues of Thatcher in evergreen idolatry or 
a red rose picked out in mountain ash decidedly de­
ciduous devotion? 

�.·:·:. : ·.;r.'��. • .::S ).•:!JY<. · 
STONECLONE. A replica Stonehenge is being 

created in the Aussie town of Glenn Innes, New South ) 
Wales, as a tourist attraction (Sun; D Star, 31112/90). 
Competitors at a spam-carving contest in Seattle, 

Washington. USA, have to model people or monu- y // ments from the contents of two tins. Past creations ,(if(, 
/ apparently include FrankenSpam (surely not the mad fP' 

// creator but his monster) and Stamhenge (D Star, 27/2/ ;�,fr 
92). 1111 

/"' 
HOAX CHAIN LETTER. Not Shergold. but another 111/ 
Guinness Book of Records attempt claim. Letters 1� 
purporting to be part of a BB� Internati�nal Chi!dren's �;{ 
Chain Letter have be�n cJrc�latmg 

.
m

. 
Da

.
rlmgton. J/. 

, Countv Durham. lt cla1ms "Pnnce W1lham IS on the '(;; 
•· list an

·
d Buckingham Palace did not break the chain" � 

rthern Echo. 4/5/92). /;.--·--- \) ( f··--��· ,, 



Platform ead r••••r 
ALCOHOL appears to play "a significant role" in the 

frequency with which rail passengers fall to their deaths •! AFTER the wrong type of snow, autumn leaves, 

from trains, a new police report has revealed. and Kuwaiti half-burned oil on the lines, British Rail's 

Just over half those who die have been drinking, said latest track excuse cum peril is streakers. Three potty 

British Transport Police. pranksters forced the 12.18 Inter City from Manchester 

"More than half the victims (24) had been dri�ng to Reading to screech to a halt just outside Oxford when 

and almost three-quarters of those were over the dnnk- the driver spotted the drunken trio dancing starkers on 

drive limit,'' added a spokesman. the rails, waving beer cans around. The three men 

The force's analysis of evidence was undertaken vanished before police arrived (D Star, 30/4/92). 

amid public concern about the death toll of more than 

200 over the past 12 years. 

The findings are being passed t? the Heal� a
_
nd 

Safety Executive, which launched ItS own maJor In­

vestigation into the mystery a year ago. 

Today's report is into 47 fatal falls between January 

1990 and last month. 
The analysis concluded that "alcohol does appear to 

play a significant role in these deaths''. 

Victims were most likely to be male, aged 17 to 50, 

the report said. Most deaths were between 3pm and 

midnight, between Wednesday and Saturday. 

Four out of five deaths involved doors opening 

towards the rear of the train. Previous investigations 

have shown these are more likely to be blown open by 

the train's slipstream if the catch opens slightly. 

Detective Chief Supt Peter Whent, who compiled the 

report, said: "It is still true to say that there are a small 

number of cases - less than five per cent - where no 

satisfactory cause can be established. 

·'The report doesn't aim to establish whether there is 

a lock design fault or not, nor can we say exactly how 

each person died, but I hope it will be helpful to the 

HSE and BR in their inquiries." 

A British Rail spokesman said the report was in line 

with previous findings that drink had been a factor in 

some of the deaths. 
An HSE spokeswoman said it could make no 

comment at this stage. It was hoped its report would be 

published in July. (Press Association, 8/5/92). 

I try to be vigilant with my media surveillance. 

Various stories claimed that before the end of l 991 the 

HSE would publish its tindings - many deaths occur­

ring on a straight stretch of track dubbed the Tamworth 

triangle. Detailed reports of the ongoing investigation 

appeared (Rail, No. 157, 1991; The Railway Maga­

zine, November, 1991). The report seems to be run­

ning late. 

• Unable to afford a hearse to take their dead uncle 

300 miles to the family grave in the heart of Romania, 

three relations sat their dead uncle's corpse upright on a 

seat on the night train from Bucharest. They doused 

him in alcohol to "conceal the odours of mortality." 

No-one on the train noticed anything amiss, because 

like most trains, the carriage was unheated and unlit 

(Guardian, 311/92). 

• In times of anxiety, rumours inevitably appear. 

British Steel is the sole user of the branch from 

Northallerton to Redmire, for the purpose of shifting 

limestone to its steel furnaces at Lackenby on Teesside. 

The line is under a six-month reprieve, otherwise 90 

lorries a day will thunder along narrow dales roads with 

stone. A rumour spread through Wensleydale that the 

8,000 tons of limestone a week would be moved by 

British Steel after buying the line for a peppercorn 

price. Hambleton District Council puzzled British Steel 

as to how it had come to believe this tale (Northern 

Echo, 29/2/92). 

• Two naked "bodies" spotted near a railway line at 

Benfleet, Essex, turned out to be blow-up dolls in kinky 

underwear (Sun, 29/12/90). 

• Just like the last issue by chance introduced as it was 

put together various references to farting which were 

not planned, here we keep coming across, Swindon, 

Wiltshire. 
Roy Stevens writes: 
"In late 1840, two young men of great vision, Great 

Western Railway chief engineer (Isambard Kingdom) 

Brunei and his superintendent of locomotives, Daniel 

Gooch, met and had lunch in open fields below the old 

town of Swindon to confirm the site of the proposed 

GWR locomotive depot. The legendary tale that thev 

• Every regular passenger on British Rail must have at some time become rather 
annoyed. Yet Mark Smith beats all others, for up to December 14, 1990, he had 
slashed his wrists ten times to protest at BR 's services. 

Travellers watched in horror as he stormed off a train and cut himself with razor 
blades because the ride was "uncomfortable." 

Yet York magistrates were told the 20-year-old from Bath was not mad and did 
not need psychiatric help. The charge of disorderly behaviour was dropped after he 
agreed to be bound over to keep the peace for 12 months. We've not heard of him 
since, so maybe he's calmed down or found transport. 

Similar protests had been carried out over 20 months at Newcastle, Exeter, 
Leeds, Plymouth, Crewe, Preston, Edinburgh, Weston-super-Mare and London's 
Euston. 

When searched, a number of razor blades were found in his socks. The pro­
secutor said: "He has been seen by a psyciatrist who contirms there is no need for 
any treatment." 

Mark added: "I just like travelling on the trains and I only do it when I'm an­
noyed with British Rail. I want to ensure their services are kept up to sc,ratch." 
(Sun; Northern Echo; Mail, Hartlepool, 15112/90). 
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1 6  
threw a sandwich to mark the spot for the first survey­ors' peg makes a good story . . . . .  ' ' 

Also: 
"Some of the many reports at the time at the time (around 1 848) concerned the difficulty of getting a seat in the refreshment rooms during the rush when a train arrived at Swindon for its compulsory ten minutes stop, together with the perceived difficulty of fully con­suming hot items before the bell rang for passengers to resume their seats in the train. One of the oft repeated folklore stories is that soup was served so hot that cus­tomers couldn't possibly drink it and, when they left, the soup was returned to the urn for serving up to the next group. " (Steam Railway, October, 1 99 1 ) .  

ROTHERHAM TRIANGLE. I t ' s  hard at times for 
news agencies. White's of Sheffield was recently vis­
ited by a gypsy woman, who offered to change their 
luck. Overcoming their journalistic cynicism they 
agreed to part with £3 from petty cash to buy a small 
model pixie. I f  they rubbed the pixie every morning 
when they came i n  to work their luck would change, 
she promised. and they would secure a succession of 
valuable page leads. Although feeling slighltly ridicu­
lous they duly rubbed the pixie each morning and their 
luck did change. Their stories have made page leads 
across the region and elsewhere. The trio who run the 
agency are now regretting that they didn't  go for the 
agency 's super de luxe offer. If they had paid £5 to 
have their tea-leaves read would they have had a suc­
cession of national page leads? (UK Press Gazette, 28/ 
1 0/9 1 ) . 
CATMAN. The case of a 26-year-old Ohio man is 
detailed in a medical journal . For 1 5  years he thought 
he was a cat. At  1 7  he confessed to eating small prey. 
fall ing in love with a zoo tieress and having attempted 

0 To prove train spotters are not 
all dodgy-looking men in anoraks 
with Twix bars, here 
photographed are four members 
of the Swindon Modern Traction 
Society pictured while getting 
excited"by the sight of a 
Westbury-based Class 56 
locomotive with large logo 
livery. 

suicidewhen the tigress was�moved to another city. He 
is not quite so bad these days but stil l  dresses in tiger­
striped clothese and consumes a lot of fish and milk. 
(Aberdeen Press & Journal. 1 1 /2/9 1 .  Cr: S Gray­
Thompson). 
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• F o r  n o  l o g i c a l  
reason I cut out the 
goldfish cartoon in the 
m o r n i n g  ( 5 / 5 / 9 2 ) .  
Then while collecting 
washing up crockery 
from my son 's room, I 
spotted an old Daily 
M i r r o r  ( 4 / 4 / 9 2 ) .  
G lancing through to 
check for c l i ppable 
items, I came across 
Sophie Nowell  •. who 
had seen a shrivelled­
u p  g o l d f i s h  o n  a 
pavement. She wanted 
to give it a bunaJ, but 
m u m  s a i d  ' · n o ' ' .  
Twenty minutes later 
they passed the l ifeless 
fish again and mum 
scooped itup in her 
hanky. While Sophi� 
was rinsing off the grtt 
at home before giving it 
the burial , the fish 
fli pped its ta i l  and 
started gasp ing  for 
breath. Mother Nell, 
w h e n  s h e  s a w  i t  
swimming, declared it 
a " m i ra c l e " .  Dad  
R o g e r ,  a t r a w l e r  
skipper. said · ' it must 
have been out of the 
water for a good 30 
minutes ."  Quite a 30-
mi nute coinc idence . 
L u c k y n o w  s w i m s 
happily in Goldsithney 
(note dad ' s  employ­
ment w ith fish and 
p lace w i th gold i n  
name, a s  i n  g o  I fish . . .  ) ,  
near Penzance, Corn­
wall ,  and a fish expert 
from t h e  N a t i o n a l  
History Museum said: 

"I Like to let Sammy out of his howl, for half an 
hour, every day. " 

"Go\dtlsh are hardy 
creatures, but this is 
unusual . "  BOWLED OVER: Sophie keeps a dose watch on  her new friend luck}t. 

IDdate . 
IT'S A GAS. People gassed by gangs on trams w�s 
covered previously (FF 1 4 ,  p 1 0) and here 

_
re�urns. Th1s 

tale's only difference is that it has a named v1cttm . . 
A gang robbed 1 7  Britons on a �rench tram after 

knocking them out with gas. The ra1ders, dub
_
bed The 

Sleeper Gang, stole £ 1 ,630 from one famtly after 
spraying the gas into their compartment. Twelve other 
Brits were robbed before the men stopped t�e �oulogne 
to Avignon overnight train and fled. V1cu

_
m �ark 

Atherton, 34 , of Westhoughton, Lancs. ,  sa1d: We 

were al l outco1d ' '  (origin not recorded).  
And it doesn't just happen on trains. 
Thieves robbed a carpet dealer and his family of 

heirlooms worth £ 1 50,000 by pumping sleeping gas 
through the letter-box of their apartment in Milan, 
Italy. and knocking them unconscious as they watched 
TV (D Star, 4/3/92) .  

ANAL ANIMALS. Satirical smut TV show · 'The 
Mary Whitehouse Experience" (23/3/92) h?d a 
character pretending to be a mouse. Upon seems

. 
a 

human approaching, he feigned frig�t :  "
.
It 's a ma?. 

With 
a Pet Shop Boys' T-shirt. I'll end up m h1s rectum (see 
FF 14, p24, if  confused). 



F r edd i e  the do l phi n ,  who achi eved fame th rough an a l l eged best i a l i t y  
cou rt case ( s ee F F 1 5 ,  p 2 0 ,  p l u s  ea r l i e r  re fe rences and s po r t i ng co l umn 
i n  th i s  FF ) wa s ups taged by an Ap r i l 1 spoof announ c i ng h i s forme r 
home of Amb l e  had become hos t  to a k i l l er wha l e  n i cknamed Magg i e  
( Journa l ,  Newcas t l e , 1 / 4 / 9 2 ) .  
What eve r ,  Fredd i e  had ea r l i e r  moved down coast to Tynemouth ( Journa l , 
2 / 3 / 9 2 , 3 / 3 / 9 2 ; Northern Echo , 3 / 3 / 9 2 ) .  Here A l an Cooper swam w i t h h i m  
f o r  the second t i me s i nce be i ng acqu i t t ed i n  December o f  i ndecen t l y  
assau l t i ng h i m  ( Journal , Northern Echo , Newcas t l e  Even i ng Chron i c l e ,  
5 / 3 / 9 2 ) .  H e  then appea red o f f  Seaham ( Northe rn Echo , 1 2 / 3 / 9 2 ) and 
Sunde r l and ( Ma i l ,  Hart l e poo l , 2 0 / 3 / 9 2 ) .  
Then came rumours among the f i sh i ng commun i t y that a c rew snared 
F r edd i e ,  he drowned , they cut his body f ree and let it s i nk . A  rad i o  
conversat i on be tween boat s was sa i d  t o  have been ove rheard cove r i ng up 
his demi se . 
F i s h i ng t ack l e  shop own e r  St eve D ru ry sai d :  " I t i s  common k now l edge 
that Fredd i e  d i ed o f f  Sunde r l and three weeks ago . He d i ved i nto a 
boat ' s  g i l l  net and got trapped . The c rew rea l i sed i t  was F redd i e  
because o f  fou r d i s t i nc t  scars o n  h i s  s p i ne . I t ' s  not hard t o  i mag i ne 
the pub l i c  ou t c ry there wu l d  be i f  Fredd i e ' s  body had been brought 
asho re . These nets catch everyth i ng in the i r  path . We have been 
f i ght i ng t o  have them banned for yea rs " ( Today , 2 2 / 4 / 9 2 ) . Du r i ng t h i s 
a l l eged me s sage a Sunde r l and f i she rman was adv i sed : " You ' ve got 
F redd i e . I f  you get that back the re ' l l be a l ynch i ng .  Cut it f ree and 
ma ke sure i t  s i nks " ( Northern Echo , 2 3 / 4 / 9 2 ) .  
Others we re mo re hope f u l  and regarded the rumours as non sense ( Ma i l 
Hart l epoo l , 2 2 / 4 / 9 2 ;  Journa l ,  2 4 / 4 / 9 2 ) .  He then reappeared o f f  
Sunde r l and ( D  Expres s , Northe rn Echo , 2 5 / 4 / 9 2 } and l a ter s i x  mi l es o f f  
Amb l e  at Cresswe l l ( Jou rnal , 2 9 / 4 / 9 2 ; Northern Echo , 3 0 / 4 / 9 2 } and 
t here aga i n  a week l at e r  ( Jou rna l , 5 / 5 / 9 2 } .  
* + *  As for be s t i a l i t y ,  t he owners o f  a Be l g i an maga z i ne wh i ch p r i n t e d  
p i ctures o f  cartoon h e r o  T i nt i n  commi t t i ng a ser i ous sexua l o f fence 
w i t h his dog Snowy we re o rdered by a F rench court to pay one f ranc i n  
symbo l i c  damages ( Northe rn Echo , 1 3 / 2 / 9 2 } .  
* Rathe r mo re unp l easant was Ma l co l m  Downes , 3 4 , o f  Hul l ,  who admi t t ed 
caus i ng ha rassmen t ,  a l arm and d i s t ress to an e l de r l y  coup l e  who 
spotted him mas tu rbat i ng twi ce in f ront o f  a ma re . He adm i t t ed he was 
f ond of ho rses when re i ned in by the po l i ce and h i s  defence s o l i c i to r  
s a i d  h e  had " a  very ser i ous prob l em " . H e  got probat i on ( D  Sport , 
1 4 / 5 / 9 2 ) .  

llpdate 
A L I EN B I G  CATS . Humans com i ng to h a rm i n  t he p r e s e nce o f  a l i en b i g  
c a t s  a r e  e x t reme l y  r a r e . Howeve r ,  a " g i an t  " pa n t he r - l i k e  c a t " ( S u n , 
3 / 4 / 9 2 } s a n k  i t s f angs i n t o  Ka t h l een T o p l i s s , 6 8 ,  who l i v e s  on t h e  
edge o f  moo r s  a t  Hay f i e l d ,  D e r b ys h i re . At t h ree foot h i gh one wond e r s  
h o w  daug h t e r  D en i se Wh i t e  be l i eved i t  got i n  and out o f  t he c a t  f l a p ! 
P o l i ce we re s a i d  to have been hun t i ng t he b e a s t  f o r  t h re e  ye a r s  ( D  
M i r ro r ,  D S t a r , N o r t he rn Echo , 3 / 4 / 9 2 } .  

We l as t  l oo k e d  i n t o  t he s e  i n  F F 1 5 ,  p l 7 ,  and we re p l e a s ed t o  f i n d  t he 
" Du rham puma " back . G r andmo t he r  Audrey A t k i n son , o f  Go rdon T e r r a c e , 
F i s hb u rn , County D u r ham , t hought i t  was s t a l k i ng rabb i t s  o r  p a r t r i dges 
( No rt he r n  Echo , 1 1 / 4 / 9 2 ; Ma i l ,  H a r t l epoo l , 1 3 / 4 / 9 2 } .  Fo rme r p o l i c eman 
Edd i e  Be l l ,  whom we i n t e rv i ewed p r ev i ou s l y  ( F F 4 ; see a l so F F 7 ) , w a s  
i nt e rv i ewed f o r  a r e t r o s p e c t i ve a r t i c l e  ( No r t he rn Echo , 7 / 5 / 9 2 ) .  T hen 
58 l ambs w e r e  f ound s l aug h t e r e d  on a remo t e  Teesda l e  f a rm at H a rwood 
and s u s p i c i on f e l l  o n  the " Du rham puma " ( No r t he rn Echo , 6 / 5 / 9 2 ) .  

The l a t e s t  tw i s t  i n  t he s ag a  was a s i gh t i ng o f  f o u r  b i g  c a t s  i n  l ong 
g r a s s  nea r t he A 6 6 . A l a r g e  b l ack cat had t h re e  cubs , but t he man who 
l i ve s  in Me l s onby , N o r t h  Yo p r k s h i re ,  wou l d  not be i den t i f i ed b u t  
hav i ng s h o t  f e r a l  c a t s  s a i d  they w e r e  not t h o s e  ( No r t he rn E c h o , 
8 / 5 / 9 2 ,  9 / 5 / 9 2 ) .  T he n  D o r i s  Needham , a l so o f  Me l sonby , s a i d  he r f am i l y  
w e r e  too t e r r i f i ed t o  go out a f t e r  d a r k  f o l l ow i ng r e pe a t ed s i gh t i ng s  
o f  a s t rnge b l ac k  c a t  s t a l k i ng t h e  f i e l ds i n  t h e  n e i g h bo u r hood . 
Seve r l a  o t h e r s  s p o t t e d  i t  but po l i ce f ound noev i de n c e  ( No r t he rn Echo , 
1 2 ,  5 ,  9 2 } .  

Meanwh i l e  a t  l ea s t  t wo pumas had been repo r t e d  nearby b y  B o b  
Law renc e , o f  Bewd l ey S a f a r i  P a r k , K i dd e rm i n s t e r , Here f o rd a n d  
Wo rces t e r  ( P r e s s A s s oc i at i on ,  4 / 3 / 9 2 ) and a d o g  a n d  s h e e p  had b e e n  
r i pped t o  p i e c e s  on Bodm i n  Moo r ,  Co rnwa l l ,  by an a l l e ged p u m a  ( S un , 
2 / 5 / 9 2 ) .  

" . . .  w h e r e ' s  t ha t  b l o k e  Meaden g o n e ?  I can see a v o r t ex o v e r  t he re . . .  " 

CORN C I RCLES . As I w r i t e  t he s e  n o t e s  ano t h e r  s e ason i s  u n d e r wa y : what 

w i l l  i t  b r i ng ?  A r e  t he c o r n  c i r c l e s  a p ro j ec t i on of t rauma i n  t he 

human p s y c h e ?  I ne v i t ab l y  and l og i c a l l y .  You e i t he r  h a v e  t h� p� r a human 

i n te l l i gence c o n t ac t i ng u s ; t he hoax e r s  are s i m� l y  s u r re� l 1 s t 1 c  

s h aman s i n  a non- a r c h a i c  soc i e t y ;  t he me t e ro l og 1 s t s  a r e  J U S t  

t r a d i t i ona l r a i n - ma k e r s  wo r k i ng i n s t ead w i t h t he e l ement w i nd . 
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w i s h  I ' d rece i ved t h i s  i n s i ght ea r l i e r . Reason? Remembe r t he Sunday 

M i r ro r  set up a two - ye a r  compe t i t i on w i t h a £ 1 0 , 0 0 0  p r i z e  t o  � ve t he 

r i dd l e .  When i t  c l osed i n  Apr i l ,  gue ss what -- no p r i z e was awarded . 

T h i s was because nobody so l ved t he mys t e ry to t he mutua l agreeme n t  o f  

t he f o u r  j udge s . The newspape r d i d , howeve r ,  donate £ 1 , 0 0 0  t o  a 

c h i l d ren ' s  char i ty .  P ra i s ewo r t hy t hough that may be , sure l y  s ome 

ent r i e s d e s e rved some cash f o r  o r i g i n a l  research and data . 

- So much f o r  j ou r na l i s t i c o b j ect i v i ty ,  Reg P res l e y ,  l eade r  o f  t he 
cu l t  S i x t i es rock band The T roggs , was desc r i be d  as a " po t t y  pop s t a r " 
( D  S t a r ,  5 / 3 / 9 2 ) when he ran away f rom p r e h i s t o r i c  S i l bury H i l l  when 
s po t ted ca r ry i ng a s a te l l i t e  d i sh in a b i d  to contact 
ext r a t e r r es t r i a l s . 

- Harve s t i ng can be a dodgy bus i ne s s  overseas , f o r  a t ou r i st was 
beaten up by I ndone s i an i s l ande r s  because t hey t hought he was a 
f o l k l o re ogre who a t e  ch i l dren . Sw i s s P i n i  Mau ro , 2 4 ,  was knocked 
unconsc i ous and l os t  two t e e t h  a f t e r  s t a r t l i ng chi l d ren f e t ch i ng wa t e r  
on Sumba . H e  needed a j aw ope rat i on .  Remo t e  i s l ande rs w h o  r a r e l y  see 
f o re i gn e r s  be l i eve t h e  ogre s t r i k e s  a f te r  harves t i ng ( Sun , 2 / 6 / 9 2 ) .  

' . . .  I 'd be tter tel l  y ' ,  m is ter, i t 's a bout  a week before this s tufl" takes effect, - then everything just withers away . .  . ' 

BSW/SCA .
. 

Eve r s i nc e  the C l eve l and chi l d  abus e  debac l e  we ' ve k e p t  
r�ade rs

,
l n�o r�ed o f  deve l opmen t s . I n  p a r t i cu l a r w e  pub l i s hed J ohn 

M 1 c�e l l s 1 ns 1 ght f u l  and rad i ca l  v i ews on t he " re a l i ty "  of bogus 
s o c 1 � 1 wo r k e r s  � F F 1 2 ) .  These phan tom f i gu re s  a re s t i l l  a t  l a rg e  and 
p ro v 1 �ed t h e  Ma l l ,  Ha r t l epoo l , w i t h  f ront page stor i e s , one t he s p l ash 
l ead 1 t em ( 1 9 / 2 / 9 2  and 5 / 3 / 9 2 ) .  As is no rma l t he BSWs we re f ema l e  
t�e �e were f u l l d e s c r i pt i on s  o f  t hem , n o  i dent i t i es o f  t he p e r son� 
v 1 s 1 tedand the news i t ems l ed nowhe re . 

Equa l l y t he re was no surpr i s e regard i ng the hybr i d  satan i c  c h i l d  
abu s e  seam i Sco t l and . I n  t he wake o f  t he O rkney l unacy a repo r t  t o  
the Church o f  Scot l and Gene r a l  Assemb l y  found n o  e v i dence ( Jou rna l 
Newcas t l e ,  1 3 / 5 / 9 2 ) .  

' 

S i mi � a r � y the
.

Epp i ng Forest cou r t  ase f e l l to p i eces when a t en - ye a r ­
o l d  k 1 dd 1 e  adm 1 t e d  she h a d  " hate t r i ps "  i n  w h i c h  s h e  l i ed t o  peop l e . 
I f  that was n o t  bad enough , d i scred i t ed soc i a l wo rker Sue R i c hardson , 

2 1  
o f  C l eve l and i n f amy , presented a ho l i e r  than thou a t t i tude a t t ack i ng 
t he Epp i ng case co l l apse and scapegoat i ng of p ro f es s i ona l s  1 n  
C l evel and , No t t i ngham , Rochda l e  and Orkney . T h i s vi l e  p i e c e  o f  ga rbage 
appeared ( wh e re e l se but , Gua rd i an ,  2 2 / 1 1 / 9 2 ) .  

Con t rove rs i a l Judge P i ck l e s cut t h rough a l o t o f  c rap i n  h i s  co l umn 
( Sun , 1 9 / 1 0 / 9 1 )  suc c i nct l y  summi ng up : " LaToya Jack o s n  - - p i c t u re d  - ­
t e l l s  o f  be i ng phys i ca l l y  abused b y  her f a t he r . Reve l a t i on s  can be 
good for bus i ne s s . Roseanne Barr Arno l d ' s  s i tcom j umped to No . 1 a f t e r  
s h e  s a i d  he r dad ' used to chase m e  w i t h  h i s  exc rement a n d  t ry t o  put 
it  on my head ' . How ' s  t hat f o r  d i rty wash i ng? " 

Others a r e  c ashng i n  too . There was a l engt hy prof i l eo f  And rew 
Vach s s , who goes whe re other US l awye rs f e a r  to t read i n  h i s  r ut h l e s s  
campa i gn aga i ns t  a l l eged c h i l d  abu s e rs ( Week end Gua rd i an ,  2 - 3 / 5 / 9 2 ) .  
He became a c e l eb r i ty by ga i n i ng an a l l eged i ncest v i c t i m  a sma l l 
fortune f rom her f a t he r ,  but as a novel i s t he has o f t e n  been accus e d  
o f  i nven t i ng a n d  ex agge rat i ng s u c h  case s . Fo r i ns t ance he be l i e v e s  
mu l t i p l e  pe rsonal i t y d i so rde r can on l y  be c r e a t e d  by chron i c  c h i l d  
abuse . Spooky guy . 

C a r t e r  t he Uns toppab l e  Sex Mach i ne ' s  h i t reco rd " A f t e r  t he Wat e r shed " 
was about c h i l d  abuse and bad boy r ave r s  EMF had t he ecov e r  o f  t he i r 
h i t  " Unexp l a i ned " condemned by t he Evange l i c a l  A l l i ance as capab l e  o f  
p romo t i ng c h i l d  abuse . I t  f eatu res voodoo do l l s  w i t h  mas s i ve ho rn- l i ke 
gen i t a l i a  ( D  M i r ro r ,  1 1 / 5 / 9 2 ) .  

A l so , TV S couse soap " B rook s i d e "  i s  to cov e r  top i c a l  i s sues ove r t h e  
next yea r , i nc l ud i ng cance r ,  t rans - sexua l i ty a n d  r i tua l abuse ( D S t a r , 
1 0 / 4 / 9 2 ) .  
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POURING COLD WATER ON WARMING. We 
looked at the "wildflower phenomenon" (FF 14, pi I ;  
FFI5 ,  p l5) and i t  seems the type o f  proof climate 
extremes that we have witnesses in recent seasons may 
represent the beginning of a trend that would have a 
profound effect on wildlife. Phi! Gates (Northern Echo, 
1 7/4/92) states: 

"Some of he changes that we might witness over the 
next few decades might we welcomed. A milder climat 
would add a new dimension to gardening and will also 
favour some wild plants and animals that currently 
struggle to survive in our cool , wet climate. 

"But on balance. the longer term implications will be 
disastrous for wildlife and the countryside in Britain, 
especially in the south-eastern part of the country 
where rainfall is expected to decline and summer tem-
peratures are l ikelt to rise. . 

"Scientists estimate that average temperatures will 
rise by about on degree every 30 tears provided that the 
concentration of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere can 
be held down to 1990 levels. "  

Whatever, h e  concludes ' ' it seems certain that w e  are 
already committed to several decades of global 
warming and claimate change. "  He lists the changes 
we are likely to see in the garden and the countryside -:­
many will be quickly recorded in Fortean columns 1f 
they occur, such as infestations (aggressive, drought­
tolerant weeds), population increases (sun-loving in­
sects such as butterflies, grasshoppers and reptiles) and 
exotic species (je l lyfish, turtles, seahorses and 
octopus). He was, incidentally, plugging his own book 
(Spring Fever published by Harper Coli ins). · 

This is not the only scare article from this newspaper 
for under the headline "The eve of destruction" 
(Northern Echo, 20/2/92) a subsidiary header une­
qivocably stated "Global warming heralds cancer and 
disasters . "  Extinction of daffodils, etc ,  via a 
Green peace report. 

Naturally there are those who oppose such a theory 
and the George C Marshall Institute of Washington 
does just that, gaining a reputation for hostility to the 
scientific consensus that greenhouse gases would con­
tribute to a significant warming. The scientific con-
trtemps is well presented (lndepende�t ,  �4/6/90� . . . Global warming and carbon d1ox1de em1ss1on IS 
described as a · 'chicken and egg situation" by R. Noble 
in a letter tothe Independent (20110/90). He noted that 

uyOU'Ye used up a COU• 
pie of trees, writing 
a l l  t h e s e  p r o t e s t  

letten!" . 

during the Middle Ages ''mean global temperature was 
higher than it is now. This was then followed by a 
minor ice age, when the Thames was regularly frozen 
over. Since then the mean global temperature has in­
creased steadily up to the present day. Thus the present 
increase in temperature began before the Industrial 
Revolution was underway. 

Columnist Richard Littlejohn (Sun, 1 1 16/90) has 
little sympathy for the Greenhouse Effect, recal l ing 
similar predictions of hothouse Britain after the drought 
of 1976. A few years ago "the same men with beards 
told us we were entering a new lee Age. " 

While on the subjecthere's scare-mongering at its 
worst: 

Yellow bellied sea snakes - five times more 
poisonous than cobras - could invade Britain's 
becashes because of global warming. A report from 
Aberdeen zoologist Dr ·Monty Priede said the Pacific 
snakes could swim around the Cape of Good Hope if 
sea temperatures rise (D Mirror, 9/ 1 1 /90). 

And lastly: The cold forced Friends of the Earth to 
call off a demo at Caterham, Surrey - against global 
warming (Sun, 12/2/9 1 ) .  

4s 

EATING PUSSY. More publicity for crackpot Joan 
Wearne, director of National Petwatch, came in the 
Mai l ,  Hanlepool (24/4/92), where Bernice Saltzer 
swallowed her claim we eat cats in ethnic restaurants 
seam. She trotted out a printer in Yorkshire who sup­
posedly found a mincing machine with a eat ' s  paw and 
tail by its side in the basement of a former Indian res­
taurant. And in Manchester a policeman on the beat 
found the remains of 200 cats buried in a skip, their 
carcasses stripped bare of flesh. 

We have noted dodgy restaurant rumourbefore (most recel�y FF 1 3) and unpalatable though it is, Joan is convmced that cat flesh finds its way into food at Indian restaurants. 
The article also covered the more mundane Control of Dogs Order and later legislation, though she has all the hallmarks of a crank discussing this. Journalists are warned to. beware the motives of those who approach them; parucuJarly pressure groupies! 

The B i ff cartoon looked at the French Disney World and saw it as the 
Americans discovering E u rope. W ait Disney Is in his cryogenetic 

state a s  expected. A cultural C hernobyl as someone observed. 

)) 



Proto� lesends . 
Bungled bank robberies seem quite common m 

It was Mike Goss who in an earlier issue suggested a reality so, perhaps . . . . . 
couple of what he termed proto-legends (drug squad • A postmaster held up his . own . office weanng a 
dogs becoming canine junkies and peace women being carnival mask. But staff recogrused his s�oe� and set �ff 
zapped by mysterious rays). Many stories we come an alann as he fled with £90,000. Pohce m Perug1a, 
across in the media do not seem to ring true (whatever Italy, nabbed armed Claudio Mori, 35 ,  and unmasked 
that might be), urban legends or fall into Fortean him (Sun, 2 1 /2/92}. 
categories. Therefore I ' m  introducing yet another And another daft person tale . . .  
section under the working title o f  proto-legends. Many • A junkie is in the nick - after complaining to the 
will be brief and have no comparative version. These cops that the crack he'd just bought simply wasn't up to 
are the waifs and strays of the clippings; like a standard. The addict stormed into a police station in 
vasectomy not quite all there, not exactly castrated but Atlanta, Georgia, demanding the dealer's arrest . . .  �ut 
still functioning at some level,  but not really with any they locked him up for po.ssess�on. An officer 

.�
a1d: 

pride. "He didn't want others bemg npped offas wel l  (D 
We start gynaecologically here: Star, l l/3/92). . . • A gorilla named Bobo has given birth to a human Now an unfortunate one, suggesung a cauuonary 

baby at a research centre connected to a private zoo tale of how impersonal wecan be in urban areas, ig-
nearCapeTown, South Africa. n 0 r i n g o u r n e i 'g h b o � .r s · 

"This is an abomination , "  stormed religious leader • An 84-year-old woman 's body was l�ft sitting ?n 
the Rev Henry Clark. "The parents admitted that they her balcony for two months before a ne1ghbour dls-
had an ape carry their daughter in its womb because covered she was dead. police in Stockholm, Sweden, 
they were too busy enjoying their yuppie lifestyle. believe the old lady may have died while watching 

But Dr Thomas Twyman, who implanted a fertilised f�reworks on New Year'sEve (D Star; D Mirror, 1 8/3/ 
egg in the 4 10lb surrogate mother, was unrepentant. 92). 
The birth showed the way ahead for busy two-career Best left for last. I laughed until tears rolled 
couples, he said. " It's like dropping your car off at the down my cheeks at this one. AJso doubtless a eau-
garage. You leave it there for a few days and come back tionary tale about allowing ourselves to lose control, 
when it's ready" (Sun, Florida, date ? ;  Weekend the return to nature and pain of humiliation, there is at a 
Telegraph, 28, 3, 92). deeper layer something deeply disturbing when the 

Now here's one to make you wonder about your laughter stops. 
partner. • A woman who was told under hypnosis that she was 
• Randy businessman Jacob Beisvitz, of tel Aviv, a beaver built a dam near her home that flooded several 
Israel ,  stormed off after a bedtime bust-up with his wife farms. 
who didn't want to make love. He checked into a local Claire Buelton of Seattle, was put into a trance during 
hotel and ordered a call girl for a steamy sex romp. But a party at her home. "She wandered away while I w:u 
he couldn't believe his eyes when the gorgeous hooker working on another subject, " said stage . hypnoust 
walked into his room - it was his 27-year-old wife Marty Weider. He says that because hypnotiC trances 
Rachel! Now he'e divorced his double-life missus. usually wear off in a short time he did not worry when 

Hang on though. How did she get there so he could not find Mrs Buelton. 
quickly? Anyway, still with what we might call sex But police say she built a dam - using dirt, stones 
drive .. . and tree trunks and branches which she chewed down 
• Fishermen rescued two young lovers from their herself - that spread over a mile on either side of a 
sinking car - which rolled into the sea when they made stream near her home. . 
love too vigorously. Leonard Cellura, 2 1 ,  and his Mrs Buelton is now suing Weider on a vanety of 
girlfriend Maria, 1 9 ,  had parked on the edge of the grounds, including public embarrassment (New York 
quay at the port of Agrigento, Italy. Unfortunately they Sun, date ? ; Weekend Telegraph, 1 8/4/92). 
hadn't put the handbrake on and their movements made 0 . . . . .  0 Footnote: Upon compiling this rather random 
the car roll over the side. "They were very nude and assortn1ent, I began reading the latest Strange mag:Ui�e 
very embarrassed, ' '  said police (D Star, 5/3/92). issue, in which editor Mark Chorvinsky discusses m his 

And another unfortunate young couple's cash editorial the subject of clippings; accuracy and prob-
became confetti! lems they pose. Their brevity, anecdotality and 
• Italian newlyweds were left stoney broke on their ephemerality make them worthy of use for researchers, 
honeymoon - after rats ate all their cash. They rented a but more as footnots rather than any basis for serious 
beach hut in Sao Paolo, Brazil, and hid almost £3,000 theorising. They are superficial but also generally en-
under the floorboards for safekeeping. Then they heard tertainin$· 
a noise during the night . . .  and found the rats had re- Chorvmsky tells his readership that �e does no� use 
duced all the notes to "confetti" .  (D Star, 22/2/92).  material originating in American tabl01ds (looks .hke I 

Magpies are wily birds, but this one is just ridi- have}, because they are known to ha�e fabncated 
culous. stories. He reckons the better UK tablo1ds are safer 
• Choking gran Agnes Lysholm's false teeth fel l  out ground (though notmentioning.the Spor:t d!ali�s).  
as she tried to spit out s bone - and were grabbed by a He urges his readers, desptte the llfOltattons he has 
magpie in her garden. She went to a dentist fornew ones delineated, to keep clippings coming. I would urge FF 
and was told it would cost £ 1 80. Six days later the bird readers to do the same, but also - and particularly with 
dropped the missing bottom set near her house in Oslo, this section - let us know if you've come across 
Norway, and Agnes, 8 1 ,  popped them back in. "How another version, so it can pass from "proto" to some-
did the magpie know where I live?" she asked. thing perhaps more substantial . 

Folklore Sport 

Jinxes ar� a fa� iar folklore theme so le;'s start this ne� secuon wtth the Magpies. A hapless Newcastle Uruted.supporter called the cult Saturday night Radio 5 pho�e-tn show for football fans to explain that the club � resu�ts h�d slumped ever since the introduction of shirts wtth dtfferent:sized stripes. It was confusing the pla7ers, the Geordie caller claimed, because they coul.dn t teU how far apart they were from each other. Radto .host. Danny Baker, a Milwall fan, found much se�se tn this theory. " So the reason Newcastle aren't domg .very
. �ell , " he told listeners, "is because they are diZzy. Columnist Tony Jones (The Journal, Newcastle, �ate ?) reported the present kit is deeply 

�.
npopular �tth older supporters and he expected the unlucky stnpes ' '  to be dropped. 

• • Magpies and Sunderland supporters hate one 
an�the�. so in fairness we' l l  give them space, too, and 
thetr kit. Regarded as an omen , on February 26, Sun­
derland were to P!ay Wesh Ham United in an F A  Cup 
5th round replay m London. At around kick-off time a 
display of the Aurora Borealis was visible from Sun­
derland and consisted of shafts of red and white light -
just like �underland's red and white striped shirts. One 
fan ,  Nauonal Trust warden Peter Collins, said: "this 
could be a sign from above that this is going to be 
Sundreland 's night. We regularly see the Northern 
Lights here but coloured the way it is tonight has got to 
be significant . "  Sunderland won 3-2 (The Journal, 
Newcastle, 27/2/92) .  

• • Another omen was a n  appearance o f  Freddie the 
dolphin (see elsewhere in FF) off Sunderland harbour 
supporters convinced he must have been nearby durin� 
the team' s  2- l victory over Chelsea. Margaret Liddel l ,  
manageress of the club shop at Roker Park, said: " I  
think the sound of the Roker Roar must have drawn him 
in and I have heard he loves people . "  There were 
��ours floating that �red?ie might even be signed up 
m time for Wembley, JUSt l ike Billy the Fish in the adult 
comic Viz (The Journal, Newcastle, 2 1 /3/92). 

• • Before leaving the terraces, remember last issue 
there were a few references to farting. Pants that make 
an electronic sound l ike breaking wind - but no smell 
- will be sold by a firm in Eastwood, Essex. A 
spokesman said: "They ' re great if you need room at a 
soccer match . "  

• • With lack o f  confirmation, jealousy, frozen 
camera claim and evasion, a mountaineering scandal 
sounds like something out of ufology or other Fortean 
lore. The Tomo Cesen Affair has become the most 
notorious controversy of all time, for he is probably the 
world's best mountaineer. The rumours about the Slovenian 's ascents come as he habitually climbs alone 
��d so proof has been difficult to prove. he has been 
JOined by Catherine Destivelle, the French rock­
climbing star turned alpine mountaineer who received a 
rur:noured £.30,000 �o� .one filmed climb with alleged 
gutdes helpmg her truuaJ ascent and helicopters clan destinely dropping food � • ) 
and supplies to her. 
Both deny the claims. 
Steve Dodd's account 
(Weekend Guardia n ,  
1 8- 1 9/4/92) i s  full o f  
w a g g i n g  t o n g u e s  
expressing justified or 
m a l i g n  s u s p i c i o n . 
Counter claims, miss­
ing slides, et al, are all 
grist for the rumour/ 
conspiracy mill. 

"You 
Y 

m e. 
ou•re looklnc for a pos­

Ition where you oan 
watch the boxlna at the 

same time." 

"I don't· wonder he's get­
ting a tremendous ova­
tion-he's forgotten to put 

his shorts on!" 
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AS TEARS GO BY : MAR I ANNE FA I THFUL L by MARK HODKI NSON ( Omn i bu s  P r e s s ) 

Ma r i anne F a i t h f u l l ' s p l ace i n  f o l k l o re wou l d  appear to be that o f  a 
l i f e suppo r t  sys tem f o r  an o rgan w i th con fect i onery reten t i on 
capabi l i t i es . " Wh e r e ' s  t he Ma r s  Bar t hen , Mar i anne ? " a l ways b rought 
the r e t o r t  " Fuck o f f "  f rom t he uppe r - c l a s s  chanteuse . 

An i n- d e p t h  a r t i c l e  s tudy i ng t he gene s i s  and p rogress o f  the Mars B a r  
l egend w i l l  appe a r  nex t i s su e . H e r e  I w i sh t o  d raw a t t en t i on t o  what I 
regard as a nea r - pe r f ec t  cont empo rary b i og raphy . 

The aut ho r  was n o t  even born when Ma r i anne Fa i t hfu l ! had he r f i r s t  
c h a r t  h i t ;  t h u s  he has j u s t  c l a i ms t o  app roach i ng h i s s u b j e c t  w i t h  
o b j ect i tv i ty .  As someone who me t h e r  twi ce and has f o l l owed he r 
career/ l i fe s i nce w i th i nt e re s t , I f e e l  t hat t he book captures the 
f ac t s  and l i f e s t y l e  e x t reme l y  we l l ;  ne i ther w i th s a l ac i ousne s s  or 
mo r a l i s i ng ,  g l o r i f y i ng n o r  condemn i ng .  

H i s  assessment i n  1 9 7 8  i s  both a t e s t ament to h i s observat i on and 
wr i t i ng sk i l l s ;  a l so an apt s umma t i on of how ( " t he e l egan t l y  ravaged 
out s i de r "  -- I an B i rch ) Ma r i anne had become : " Ma r i anne was set to 
become a euphem i sm t o  i l l us t r a t e  s omeone was ted , wrecked , t o r t u red , 
e x pe r i enced , s o i l ed , obscure , unsung , i gno red , m i sunde r s t ood , and s j e  
be l i eved i n  he r new s t a t u s  a s  a pu rveyo r o f  Art f rom L i fe ;  reve l l i ng 
i n  s e l f c r u c i f i x i on w i t h  d rug abu s e , dead f r i ends , sexual i n f i de l i t y ,  
at tempted s u i c i de , and a n  uncanny t a l en t  prov i d i ng the n a i l s f rom 
wh i ch she cou l d  hang f o r  the macab re to gawp . "  

I t  i s  a h a r row i ng l i f e s t o ry and the ma i n  po i n ts are too we l l  known 
to repeat and t h e  d e t a i l s  so i nt e re s t i ng you shou l d  read the book 
i t s e l f .  

As an unas hamed admi re r i t  has p l eased me that the pas t f ew ye a r s  
have s e e n  Ma r i anne get he r act t ogethe r ,  man . The autho r  subd i v i des 
her f ans i nt o  t h ree d i s t i nc t  g roups . He bel i eves the " mo s t  i nt e r es t i ng 
i s  the o r i g i na l  f an , the one who p i nned he r gent l e ,  beckon i ng f ea t u re s  
on h i s bed room wa l l  i n  1 9 6 4 . "  That ' s  me - - but h e  spo i l s  i t  b y  
equat i ng " t hese p l a i n t i ve f i gu re s  are the equ i va l ent o f  t ra i n  
spot t e r s , b u t  w i th t he added l oya l ty o f  f o r g i veness . "  I ' m p roud t o  be 
a t ra i nspo t t e r  and F a i t h f u l l op h i l e . 

J u s t  f o r  condemn i ng the r a i l enthu s i as t  f ra t e rn i t y ,  I ' l l t u rn t he 
s po t l i gh t  on Hodk i ns on ' s  word cho i ces ( t hough h i s  prose i s  o f t e n  
e l egant a n d  gene r a l  con s t ruc t i on near pe r f ect ) .  Hav i ng consu l t ed t he 
Longman D i c t i on a ry o f  Contempo rary Eng l i sh ,  I must ask why A l ex 
H i gg i ns i s  " pe r f e rv i d "  and what a spot of " f ro t t age " was w i t h  B r i an 
Jones . P e r haps Ma r i anne i n  cou r t  was f rag i l e  rathe r  t han " f rang i b l e "  
and a cond i t i on not " ex a s pe rated " but exacerbated . O r  i s  the author a 
s l oppy p r oo f - reade r ?  

C e r t a i n l y  t h e  resea rch w a s  n o t  s l oppy b u t  a t r u l y  p ro f es s i on a l  j ob 
and an en j oyab l e  one to boo t , I be t . 

A CALENDAR OF FES T I VA L S  by MAR I AN GREEN ( E l ement , £ 9 . 9 9 )  

A l i ghtwe i ght i nt roduct i on and handy r e f e rence a l l the year a round 
gu i de t o  t radi t i on a l ce l e b ra t i ons , songs , seasonal rec i pe s  and i deas 
to keep chi l d ren happy . 

The t u rn i ng yea r  i s  f o l l owed w i t h  i t s customs , l eavened w i t h  
a s t ro l og i ca l  po r t ra i t s and i ns t ruct i on s  o n  mak i ng t he l i kes o f  pumpk i n  
l ante rns , corn do l l i e s  and w i l d l i f e Xmas t ree . 

There are f e t e s  and f a i r s , p i l g r i mages , dances , beat i ng the bounds 
and other f o l k l o r i c  happen i ng s . For Octobe r make the ch i l d re n  wo rm 
soup , po i son toads t oo l s  and s t agnant ponds to eat . The e l de r s  can 
en j oy t he s l oe g i n . 
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B i l l  E l l i s  takes th� bu l l  by the horns and oes wh��e _other folklonsts dared not venture - c�ttle mull ';Jflons. He hoofs it through the various theones and changes throughout "t l"f Ther · 1 1 s I espon. e I S  a so valuable discussion of med" enhanced conduits · a form of net k" la · · ' wor 1ng among pa rti C ipan ts, be l ieve rs, co l l ectors and :�
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f.chers. Discuss_sion also touches upon the p�:: I ry - O
d
S With COrn Circles, bogus SOcial �or ers, �n so on - that there reall is transformmg power" at work in . Y 0 

not I f  
. 

I 
• SOCiety, super-uro y monlpu otmg os if some . . "bf . sity course. In VI S I  e umver-

Joef �est takes a sociologist's look at what oc­curred In 1 987 when the ,media brou�ht Califor-

nian freeway violence to the public's attention. In �nr ways the . process foreshadows the British 9 construction of the social problem of dangero�s so-called joyriding and burning of cars take_n Without consent; though admittedly the deviants respons ib l e  a re no t  categor A boJey�en, though they cause random kilhngs an. �t1ke . a sensitive item of personal pro pert Th1s 1ntell1gent analysis is, however, flawed, fr; �hen .he says randomness is an indulgence in . blommg the villain instead of the victim" h lndu�ges himself in do-gooderdom pseudo-s�cioj , �or e� crap .- which just shows where my ... reactional biography" is coming from these daysl. Also a footnote on increased freeway sho�tmgs does more than suggest his primary !�e$1$ skates on thin tarmoc, or put another wa 11 s a  footn�te where.he shoots himself in the foot. 
y, 

Paul Sm1th exom1nes interactions in the man Coca-Cola tales, noting these legends and beliefs com�ent up�n every aspect of the drink from its creo!1on .to 1ts use, though rust removal, con­t om l n � t.' o n s ,  h a n g o v e r  c u re ,  i n tox i can t ,  oph�odlslac, abortion agent t o  bottle os substitute pems. 
Jonet l?nglois will make the reader who loves mayonnaise recall each time it is ordered or spread the tale regarding a Bur er K in empl�yee ":'ith �ids who attempts to inFect other� 

S
by el�culot!n9. Into. the spread for others to eat. �e ties this In With the mole tale of the ro­miScuous cheerleader who has to hove her sfom. ach p�mped t� remove the semen after a fellatio• s e s s i o n  w ! t h _ t h e  w h o l e  t e a m ;  l a t e r  me

f
tomo�phosmg Into the gender-bender E ighties to eotunng Rod Stewart. lt en�s with Daniel Bornes seeking and re­p_roduc l n� �on temporory  l egend s  he ha s  dlcovered I n  literature, with the a im  of creating an  annotated checklist. Essential reading for all urban belief tales buffs and researchers. 
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F rom J ane t Bord , Wa l es . 

Thanks f o r  FF 1 5 :  no comment on t h e  n a k e d  l ad i es ,  but t hey ' re perhaps 
marg i na l l y  be t te r  t han the pho t og raph on p .  1 6 !  Sub encl osed - keep 
publ i sh i ng ! 

* P o s i n g  as a d rug buye r ,  TV s l eu t h  Roge r Cook set out to expose the 
d rugs- i n-meat racket wh i ch a l l eged l y  make s  m i l l i ons for t he I RA ( see 
F F 1 5 ,  p 5  - - News o f  t he Wo r l d , 1 0 / 5 / 9 2 ; and e a r l i e r  Sunday Sun , 
1 5 / 9 / 9 1 ) .  

* W i t h re f e rence t o  the p i ece he re ( p  2 3 ) ,  I a l so had pub l i s hed a 
reade r ' s  l e t t e r  decry i ng Petwatch . 

Petwatch boss put the · , , 4 - T H E MAIL. soturdoy. Moy 23. 1 992 

cat among the pigeons 
DOES anyone seriously believe the are familiar to folklorists, hygiene 
ludicrous horror tales of cats inspectors and anyone with an 
slaughtered to provide meals ln ounce of commonsense. 
Indian restaurants? Joan Wearne la concerned about 

Petwatch Director Joan Weame, the way cats disappear without 
( Mall, April U ) . ls a propagandist trace. Hasn't anyone told her cats 
of the worst sort, prey1ng on are notorious sell-willed 
people's xenophobia and fear of wanderers and also frequently 

1 generally unfamlllar cooklng. victims of road accidents. 

I Stories such as she relates of p aul Screeton, 
cats comlng to alleged harm, ( or Egton Drive, 
often 1n such ur�an legends, dogs ) ,  Seaton Carew. 
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* The H e a l t h  and S a f e t y  Execu t i ve report i nt o  death p l unges f rom 
t ra i ns - - 1 6 5 i n  ten yea r s  - - has f i n a l l y  appeared and B r i t i sh Rai l 
wou l d  seem to be brac i ng i t se l f f o r  a f l ood o f  compens a t i on c l a i ms . 
See t h i s  i s sue ( p l 4  - - Sun , 2 1 / 5 / 9 2 ) .  

* Anot h e r  catn app i ng on top o f  one e a r l i e r t h i s i s sue ( p 1 2  - - D S t a r , 
2 1 / 3 / 9 2 ) was of p i geon f an c i e r  Ken Warkup who dumped a cat 1 2  m i l es 
away a f t e r  c a t c h i ng i t  s co f f i n g  one o� h i s  p r i z e  words . Jhe cat 
r e t u rned home f i ve months l at e r  and Ken con f e ssed t o  t he RSPCA what he 
had done . He adm i t ted c ru e l ty a t  B r i d l i ngton mag i s t rates ' cou r t , 
Humbe rs i de ,  and was g i ve n  a cond i t i on a l  d i scharge . 

* Anot h e r  gass i ng to add to t h e  ea r l i e r t wo ( p l 7  - - Sun , 4 / 6 / 9 2 ) .  
T h i eves u s ed knock - ou t  gas on 1 0 0  gee s e  g ua r d i ng a f a c t o ry i n  B e t to l a ,  
I t a l y ,  and escaped w i t h  £ 4 0 0 , 0 0 0  wo r t h  o f  mach i n e ry . 

* L as t l y  we have mo re on the g r a s s  i t em we men t i oned ea r l i e r i n  
scep t i ca l  mode ( p 1 3  - - I ndependen t ,  6 / 5 / 9 2 ) :  The g r a s sy app roaches t o  
t he Nat i on a l  Ga rden F es t i va l  i n  E b b w  Va l e  l ook d e a d  l us h . So 
wou l d  you - - i f  you ' d  been dyed g reen . " That ' s  hyd r o - s e e d i ng , "  
e xp l a i n s a s pokesga rdene r - - grass seed and f e rt i l i se r  mi xed w i t h dye 
to show wh i ch a reas have been seeded . Ve ry sen s i b l e . And handy , i f  you 
had someone l i ke P r i nce Cha r l es a r r i v i ng t o  i n spect t he l awns 
yeste rday . 


